CASALS

and the

CELL

Exhibition of paintings,
musical works and books
held within the framework
of the International
CELLO COMPETITION

in Israel

“PABLO CASALS“

1961 - and organized
by MENASHE RAVINA.

CATALOGUIE

The Municipal Corporation of “Tel-Aviv— Yafo The Prime Minister’s Office

The Department of Education, Culture and Youth The Government Tourist Office

DAHAF adv.
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"CASALS AND THE CELLO"

Casals honours us with his visit, thus enabling modern
man to express deep hidden feelings. For faith and greatness still
exist, and as long as there is a Pablo Casals and men like him, hope

lives on.

"The bow and the conducting baton are my weapons in my
fight for Justice', wrote Pablo Casals. These two musical accessories
in Casals' hands point out all which is noble in the world of sounds,
and punctuate his combat for the cause of justice, brotherliness and

equality, and these implements he brought to Israel.

All at once the prestige of the cello went up among us.
We used to play much the violin and piano sounds wafted everywhere
around us. But the cello did not arouse too much interest. Casals'
visit will cause, no doubt, a radical change in this field. We shall hear

and know.

There we have the incentive which brought about the

exhibition '"Casals and the Cello", comprising 4 sections.

1) Casals. - From "Paulito" through '"Pablo'' {o '""Pao"
Casals.



The appellation "Pao' is the one closest to his heart, for
this is the name currently used in his native Catalonia, the province
for which, because the promise to grant it full independance was not

fulfilled, he protested by silencing his cello.

In numerous countries, there is no way to hear Casals.
But to us he came, and in Israel he will appear both as cellist and as

conductor. Let his coming be blessed.

First as a boy, then as an old man, with sure steps he
ascended degree after degree, till he reached the very summit in the
musical world: first cellist of his generation, perfect conductor,
expert pianist, excellent pedagogue. And above all - a person with
humanitarian aspirations, who is capable to make great sacrifices

for the cause of men's freedom throughout the world. -

The pictures are of the artist and the man.

2) Transformation of the cello from "drone" through "gamba'

to "Cello".

In this section, helped by pictures of various string
instruments - starting from one-stringed to over 50 stringed instru-
ments, from the gamba with 6 strings to the 4-stringed cello proper
- I tried to demonstrate what modern music encompasses. In the

catalogue, every instrument is given a brief explanation. Ihope that




the visitor to the exhibition will devote a little time to perusing the
pictures and reading their short captions. For thus only, will he

derive the full benefit this modest show intends to provide him with.

3) The jubilee of the cello years in Israel.

50 years ago, there was in Israel one lone student in
cello. In the musical archives at my disposal, I succeeded in dis-
covering his name and his portrait. In the course of time, the num-
ber of students increased, artists came. Thanks to the records
in the musical archives, I could compile a list of names of the
cellists who performed in Israel during the last 50 years. Among
them, are well remembered names of successful performers, names
already forgotten, names of those who have turned to other fields
of activity, names even to-day associated with the cello. Many
names. Each artist's name is recalled once. Ihave tried to inscribe
the name of each performer as near as possible to the date of his
latest public appearance on our stage. I shall be grateful to anyone
who will suggest a needed correction. - The sign (n) stands for an

appearance with a pupils' concert.



4) Music notes and books about the cello and about Casals.

This is a special section, devoted to works by Jewish
composers. Many exhibits are lacking; those which are exhibited,
were taken from the collection donated to the Central Musical
Library in Israel by the cellist-composer-pedagogue-writer,

Joachim Stochewsky.

The exhibition '""Casals and the Cello" is in the nature of
a welcome to the great artist, Pablo Casals and his wife. Let their

coming be blessed.

I am indebted for the possibility of organizing this
exhibition to Mr. A.Z. Propes, the Government Tourist Offiée
and to Dr. S. Hershkowitz of the Municipal Department of Education,
Culture and Youth.
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